Validity of patient-reported comorbidities before total knee and hip arthroplasty in patients older than 65 years.
Obtaining preoperative medical histories in elderly patients can be challenging, and tools have been developed to aid in history gathering. The purpose of this study is to determine the agreement between patient- and physician-reported histories before total knee or hip arthroplasty. Three hundred eighty-two patients older than 65 years completed a preoperative morbidity assessment form preoperatively. Sensitivity, specificity, κ, and agreement were calculated for each dichotomous response. Diabetes (κ = 0.77) and lung disease (κ = 0.68) had substantial agreement. Fourteen comorbidities ranged from slight to moderate agreement. Osteoarthritis and peripheral vascular disease had no agreement. These results highlight the incongruence between patient- and physician-reported comorbidities and emphasizes the need for detailed histories by health care professionals for medically complicated elderly patients preoperatively.